technologies. These articles provide a guide to current and future trends in the field of law and emerging information technologies and the several legal, ethical, policy, judicial, legislative and societal developments that are raised by them. The articles focus on both the enhancements that this technology could provide as well as the areas of disruption that ultimately follow. Thus, while there is both excitement and disturbance in the use of these new technologies, as lawyers our dilemma is whether it is possible to 'balance' between the two or whether it is necessary to make hard choices as to how law should respond. Are we to face the severe limitations of law, or to be encouraged by its capacity to evolve beyond the disruption to people's lives and offer some protection of their interests?
By way of example, several enhancements were seen to flow from the adoption of the HART technology utilised by the Durham constabulary. These were particularly prevalent in the areas of public safety and cost/resourcing. Conversely, matters pertaining to inconclusive, inscrutable or misguided evidence leading to inappropriate responses, coupled with reduced means by which an individual would be able to question or challenge those responses if policing becomes understood only as data-processing and decision-making, present choices for the law that may well have to operate to articulate the limits of such approaches.
Similarly, in truck driving, there are several benefits of autonomous truck technology, notably in terms of improvements to safety, the economy and the environment. However, there is likely to be a huge personal impact on truckers themselves come the introduction of this technology. Several studies suggest that reputation is well entrenched in this industry and appears to represent one of the most intimate and sought-after aspects of (male) truckers' lives and yet autonomous truck technology could significantly disrupt the machismo image of truckers that has been garnered to date. This calls for an evaluation of the role of legal regulation in this regard and the role of the UK legal system in protecting reputation, even if undeserved. Consequently, these articles question the degree to which the law is to be regarded as a simple facilitator of these new forms of technology and to what extent 'new' legal concepts need to be developed to address the unspoken effects of new technology.
